




NET ZERO ENERGY BUILDING 

CERTIFICATION 

Projects certified at “Living” status 

are also Net Zero Energy Building 

certified 

 

www.livingbuildingchallenge.org 



CONTEXT 



CREATING MODELS FOR THE FUTURE 



SCALE JUMPING -  

WHAT IS THE OPTIMAL SCALE? 
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SCALE JUMPING –  

WHAT IS THE OPTIMAL SCALE? 



NET ZERO PROJECTS AS A COMMUNITY GAME CHANGER 

ZHOME 
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NET ZERO PROJECTS AS COMMUNITY GAME CHANGER 

 

ZHOME 



PROJECT GOALS 

10 townhomes; 1, 2, 3 bedroom  

Speculative, production housing 

Deep green demonstration 

<20% price premium over typical 

townhome 

Low impact living = sexy and 

beautiful 

Major regional education program  

15,000 tour visitors + class 

attendees 

Education center  
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Net zero energy 

70% water use reduction 

Stormwater flows = original forested 

state 

Extreme low toxicity 

Majority of major construction 

materials from a 500 mile radius 

Predominant FSC wood use 
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DESIGN BENCHMARKS 



ISSAQUAH, WA - POP: 33,000 

2ND FASTEST GROWING CITY IN STATE  

(1,000 HOMES A YEAR) 



EARLY PROTOTYPES 
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EARLY PROTOTYPES 



BROAD BUT INCREMENTAL SUCCESS 



A LONG ROAD A LONG ROAD 



GROUNDBREAKING DAY 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2008 

GROUNDBREAKING DAY 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2008 

GROUNDBREAKING 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2008 
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SCALE JUMPING –  

WHAT IS THE OPTIMAL SCALE? 
SUCCESS 



CATALYZATION + EDUCATION 

15,000 VISITORS 

25% OF CITY RESIDENTS VISITED 
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BUILDING A STORY 



DEEP EDUCATION 

115 TECHNICAL CLASSES AND COUNTING 
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ZHOME IMPACT – YWCA FAMILY VILLAGE 
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ZHOME IMPACT– ICHIJO USA  
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ZHOME IMPACT– FIRE STATION 72 



ZHOME IMPACT –  

SWEDISH ISSAQUAH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER 



UNIVERCITY  

BURNABY, BRITISH COLUMBIA 



UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA 



BUILDING GREEN 

BedZED, London  

3.6 tonnes per capita 
Hammarby-SjÖstad, Sweden 

3.6 tonnes per capita 

UniverCity 

3.5 tonnes per capita 

Vancouver 

4.6 tonnes per capita 

Univercity 
GHG EMISSIONS 

ONE MEASURE OF HOW WE ARE DOING 

  

 

 



UNIVERCITY DEVELOPMENT 
FROM LIVING BUILDING TO LIVING 

COMMUNITY 



A LIVING COMMUNITY 27 

UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE 



A LIVING COMMUNITY 28 

UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE – DISTRICT ENERGY 
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UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE – DISTRICT ENERGY 



A LIVING COMMUNITY 30 

UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

PHASE 5 DEVELOPMENT 



A LIVING COMMUNITY 31 

UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

PHASE 5 – BUILDINGS PART 1 



A LIVING COMMUNITY 32 

MIXED USE 

ACADEMIC 

UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

PHASE 5 – BUILDINGS PART 2 



A LIVING COMMUNITY 33 

UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

PHASE 5 – GONDOLA STATION 



A LIVING COMMUNITY 34 

UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

PHASE 5 – LANDSCAPE 
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UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

PHASE 5 – BIOPHILIC SPACES 
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UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

PHASE 5 – SAFE CROSSINGS 
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UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

PHASE 5 – URBAN AGRICULTURE 



38 

UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

A MODEL OF A LIVING FUTURE 



Concept Plan 

January 23, 2013 
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A MODEL OF A LIVING FUTURE 



Axonometric 

January 23, 2013 

UNIVERCITY – LIVING COMMUNITY 

A MODEL OF A LIVING FUTURE 



UNIVERCITY CHILDCARE FACILITY AT SFU 

BURNABY, BRITISH COLUMBIA 
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UNIVERCITY CHILDCARE FACILITY AT SFU 

BURNABY, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


