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AN “ENSURANCE” POLICY ON NZE & ELECTRIFICATION

• Clean Energy DC Building Codes Amendment Act (signed July 2022)
• Requires adoption of net-zero energy building code by December 31, 

2026.
• Applies to new construction and substantial rehab of commercial 

buildings and residential buildings 4-stories or taller.
• Substantial rehab = projects greater than 50% pre-project value

• Appendix Z becomes the code if no new NZE code is adopted. 
• Defined elements of net-zero energy standard:

• All-electric (no on-site combustion except for backup power)
• Energy efficiency equal to or greater than required by Appendix Z
• On-site renewable energy “wherever feasible”
• Off-site renewable energy procurement to offset remaining energy 

consumption, no unbundled RECs

https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Legislation/B24-0420
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• Development process 
began in 2020 for 2023 
adoption​

• 2021 ICC & ASHRAE 90.1-
2019 for Commercial 
Energy Conservation 
Code

• Public call for proposed 
amendments
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• Mayor’s Office + 
Legal reviews​

• Notice of 
Proposed 
Rulemaking

• Public comment 
period​ (2-3x)

• Final package 
submitted to Council 
for vote​

• Public hearings
• Adoption + 1 
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projects with 
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• TAGs evaluate & 
approve proposals, 
then send to CCCB

• CCCB approves or 
denies TAG proposals
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Resilient and Efficient Codes 
Implementation Background

June 2024: 
Working 

Groups and 
other 

Committee 
begin

January 2025: 
TAGs begin

January 2026: 
RECI Project 

Ends

December 
2026: Zero 

Code Finalized 

Resilient and Efficient Codes 
Implementation Background

SEP BIL funded-support to support the 
development of the DC NZE Code
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